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ST.    fAUUS   UNITED   CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler*    F ennsvlvani a 
Festival  if  the  Christian  Name 
Mother's   Day  May    13,     J 97^ 

Rev.  Ralph  C«  Link,  Minister 

Mng.     VeLMA    CoLLlNS,     ORGANIST 

MfS,      CvNn|E     -VSE^T,     YOUTH    CHO I R     DIRECTOR 

'AULA    STEPHENSON,     NanCY    LtNK    -    "CPLVTE- 

ORDER  OF  W0R3H1F    f I :OOA.M. 

fPELUHE  MuSICt       *CaNATINa"  Raff 

"Caeal-Tta'"  Lack 

Si  lent  Fraver 
•Frocebs(onal  Hymn  No.  12  "For  the  beauty  hf  the  earth" 
♦Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*ExHTRTATI^N 

•Confession   (In  Unison)    "Christ,    we  are   gla^   ti   be 
an    important  part   of   vrtur  kincm,    anp   we   jovfullv 
accept  the  challenge  «'hich  our  membership  sets  before 

US.    WE  ARE  GRATEFUL  FOR  THE  OPPORTUNITY  T1  exPLnfJE 
THAT  CHALLENGE  IK  CHRISTIAN  FELLOWSHIP,   IN  nt>«ER  Tn 
SHARE  OUP  CONCERNS  WITH  Y^U  ANr  ONE  ANOTHEP  IN  CHFIISt. 
JolM  U8  AS  WE  SEARCH  -,UP3  HEARTS  AN^  WILLS,  THAT  WE 
WAV  KNOW  OUR  SHORTCOMINGS.    Se/SCH  OUR  PESIREB  ANP 
AMBITIONS  WITH  US*  THAT  WE  MAY  KNOW  IF  THEY  ARE  PURE, 
SINCERE,  ANT  WORTHY  OF  FULFILLMENT.    A-CCEPT  OUR 
HONEST  SEARCHING  AS  nUR  CONFESSION  JN  CHRIST.  AmeN.  rl 

*Kyrie   (Choir,  Congregation  anc-  Pastor.  ) 
'Assurance  of  Far^on  -  Choral  Amen 
*f  raise 

•Faster:   '0  Lorp  open  our  lips 

People:   Ant  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  p  a|Se, 
*Doxology  No.  55' 
Scripture  Less-ins   Froverss  3 ' :  I  0— 3 ' 
Hymn  No.   39*-1  "Come,  let  us  join  with  faithful  souLn" 
•■Affirmation  of  our  Faith   (Apostles1  Cree") 
•Gloria  E^atri 
"Call  to  F  payer 

*Fastori   The  LnRf  be  ^-ith  you. 

*f  eople  !  aw  with  thy  spirit. 

*Fastor:      Let  ub  Tray. 


*F raver   and   Traver  Response 

Offering 

Offertory:  "Lullaby"  Brahms 

Anthem:      "In  Fast. res  Green"  -  Youth  Choir  - 

Solo  -  Lloyp   Link  -  by   Allene  K.    Bixbv 

Serwon:  "MOTHER  AND  OTHERS'" 

Fraver  anp   Lorp's   Fraver 
*Hymn   of   PepiCation  No.    II    "Ye   Servants   of  Goo" 
*8enemct  ion  anp   Three    Folp  Amen 

Organ  Fostlu'Oe:  "Allegro11  Barnes 

________    *CoNGREGAT  InN    StaNP  T  NG     -.•»—-—-•»- 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placep  py 
Mr,  3.  Mrs.  Louis  Zuptk  in  memory  of  THElRllMoTHERS,'|l 
Rebsie  ZubIk   anp  Marel  Jones. 

Serving   ag  Ushers    tohay   are:      *Wallv   Feper,    John  Snow, 
Mont  MacKinney,    James   Moloney,    Steve  Vargo. 

Mr.   Si  Mrs.    Earl  Wqgan  will  represent  Council  at  the 

poor    TnOAY, 
Nuhbery  w(LL   pe  provipep   TorAV   e?y  Mrs,    Barbara   Vargo 

anp   Mary   Ann   Snow. 
"^>  HospI  tali  zcp:     Mrs.    Oupy  MasseRT  -56O;    Mr.    Herman 

Lippolp   -  377?     Mrs.   Mary  Young. 
The  attendance  last  Sunpav  -  £?4. 
^?    The  closing  Hymn  topav  YE  SERVANTS  OF  GOD    is   the 

"National  Federation   of  Music  Clurts'Hymn  of   the  Month 

for  May",      Topay    is   the  close   of   NATIONAL  .MUSIC 

WEEK. 
'We  wish  to   thank  Mrs.   Marilyn  Stephenson   for  plavino 

the  piano  tot  ay, 

Marie   Stajffer   whulo   like  to  thank   the  Congregation 

FOR    ALL    THE     CARPB     ANP    VISITORS     ANr     r ABTOR     Link's 
VISITS    fihir     Fr.-AVERSf    WHILE    SHE    WAS     IN    THE    HO-PtTAL. 

George  Eichhorn  wants  to  thank  everyr'-*  mho  sent 

HIM    CAft-S     -    RE.MEMr]£REn    HIM     IN    THEIR    FraYERG    AN^    FOR 

the   fasthr   for  his   calls. 

The   Feteratihn  of  Mubic  Clurs  has   always    heen  a  strong 
advocate   of  music    in  religion  anh   this   year's   theme  i 
"Music    Enhances    Life"    not   only    suggests    the    heautv 

ANP  PLEASURE  THAT  MUSIC  CAN  HR I NQ  TO  ONE ' S  LIFE,  0UT 
ALSO  REMINPS  US  OF  THE  GREAT  LOVE  OF  OUR  CREATOR, 
FROM  WHOM  THIS  OEAUTlFUL  GIFT  HAS  C^ME  JUST  FOR  OUA 


SCRIP:    1  PETER   1:1-12;   SERM:    "MOTHERS  &  OTHERS" 
I  MM  I'.IUI.   ILummi.   IIUli.lUUUbJH'^^ 


BQIH  EXAMPL5  SHO  BRKDWN  FAHLYS  AS  V.P.   DAN  qUAYLE  PT  OUT  OE  UFI 

AT 
MCW  IT  POLIT  CORK  2SPK  THIS  S,  ETC  OCUPANT  WHIT  HPUS  SEZ  IT 
WLB  ISSUE  IK  NOV  ELECTIN   -  WIT  WII,  IT  BRING  BOUT  CHANG? 
MUS  WAIT  f,  C 
PETER  SETS  TH/STANDAHD  FOR  TH/KOHE  IN  THIS   SCRIP 
■0>IffA  GUD  HOME   STARTS  W/KARAG 

i.mi  urn  n   rmnr  >m  nvr"itr» 

JGENRATTNS  MOTHRS  •  HOW  DO  U   LIKE  THEM?? 
UPS  III   '.   --7T"*  ■•"•"'   -  HOW  SOCIETY  IKS  AT  THIS  2L\AY 
PERHAPS  THIS  WHY  HAV  THEZ  DEFIMTINS  OF  MOTHERS 

■ji.uu  i     'Tinr  -  '   """T  '  "  '  ***" 

*B-T»NHrnCE  -  ADVIC  APPY/G1VN  2HU5BS  &  HEN 
..-   n.-nnrr-  HORfeCOMPASSIN  &  IT  MEANS  2B  SYMPATHETIC 
SYM^ATHIZ  W/OTHRS  PROB5 
t,  HOW  CAN  U   B  SYNT7??  BWI 

Hum  inmiiiniiniii L»-  i"-"'   -ICTl  1"1'"'  ^ 

MOS  HAV  A  KAPT/FEELINOS  '.FEELINGS  OF  OTHRS 

UflL    J  11   T— -  GOLW  RULE  -  DO  UNTO  OTHRS  AS  IH3  D  WTO  HAV   DO 
RUT  SOX1ETY  HAS  REVBR5  ALL  THIS 
TT  DO  2THEM  BWHEY  CAN  DO  IT  TO  U 

■ULULi  jui'm"' i  ii    J"    i'1"1  —  '    r -"•"-""'  """" 


_jn. 


"KB  . 


llir  i — ii  ....™^ 

mW?=G  WI  BLES  WAT  U   DO  THAT  IS  RT 

KNOWS  IIP  NEEDS  8,  IF  U   ENTRUST  2HIK,HE  WIL  ANSR 
•UTS  DAY  2H0N0R  MOTHRS, BUT  HOW  MANY  REALY  DO?? 
HOW  SwM  THINGS  OUT  OF  SENS  OBLIGATE  BCUZ  ADVEOTMERC' 

(nr  ||ln  -T i    ""  T"  """"*"  ** 


^TIM^eX^  0  SHAMD  INTO  IT.BUT  BCUZ  H  WANT  TO 
LUV  ONE  ANOTHH 
HOT  IX1NT  ^GET  2THANK  G  '+ALL  V  HAV 
SHAS  UR  LOT  W/OOD  4WAT  HE  HAS  DON  WS  «___ 

IT'S  WORTH  A  TOY  &  MAYB  TR/STABT  OF  CHANG  OUR  SOCIETY 


COMMUNITY  BIBLE  CHURCH  -  SACMORI,   PA.    -  MAY  12,   1996 

PRELUDE 

GREETINGS/JPYS/ANNOUNCEIECTS/PRAYER  REVESTS 


•RESPONSIVE  READING  W* 
•HYt-'N 

PRAYER/OFFERINfi 
•DOXOL03Y 

KIMIK  PASTORAL  PRAYER 

XEKUT  HYKK 

SCRIPTURE:     1  PETER  1:1-1? 

SERMON:      "MOTHERS  AND  OTHERS" 

ST.  PAUL'S,    HUTLEH   -  Vl2/7<4 

khihckti™ 

HNBtons 

•HTHH 

•BENEDICTION 
■POSTLUDE 

HA*.?  -  fi-e^bf 

.JfffA      -      A*<-m','> 


These  -few  examps  2/ 

But  U  see,  hone  most  import  inst  in  world 
Isn't  ability  have  children, 

ven  woman  mental  inst,  can  have  baby, 

Not  import  woman  can  have  child,  but  what  kind  paren 
is  she?  Jl?*!*  'f  JF*?*"*,' *f 'W  fur  l/*f  xf^n^s* 
(Read  I  Peter  j:l-4      /war*  JAt-""r  #*»rav. 
r  admonishing  women  in  HHixsiExx^x  I  i'eter  3:3-4 

tiling  not  only  be  obedient  wives,  but  he  examp 
for  husband. 

He  saying;  "Look,  perhaps  yon  married  unbeliever, 

he  may  not  believe  id  Christ.   If  this  case 

way  win  him  over  live  as  Ipiaji." 
He  saying,  "Don't  be  concerned  about  the  outward 
appearance  of  your  hair  so  much,  or  the  wearing  of 
jewelry,  and  fancy  clothes,  it  is  what  is  inside 
your  heart  that  is  of  more  importance.   For  this  is 
the  imperishable  treasure  that  of  a  quiet  i  gentle 
spirit  &  nature  that  uod  loves." 

This  good  advice  for  us  today  as  well. 
We  living  in  world  obsessed  with  looks. 

spend  more  cosmetics  any  nation  in  world. 
I  no  talk  women  only,  men  as  well. 
:;on  ave,  decreed  past  few  yrs  men  have  Chan 
fashions. 
Each  yr  we  tempted  wear  new  cuts  suits  kxkx  shirts 
etc,  now  even  wierd  shoes. 

What  not  being  said,  this  done  make  money, 
unfortunately,  many  fooled  believing  this  cause 
someone  really  cares  how  we  men  look. 

Looks  today  very  important 

,  women  getting  facelifts  remove  wrinkles, 
(  mse  wrinkles  spell  old  age,  Ss  peop  no  want  act 

age 
Minister  tell  of  attending  conference  each  yr  Balti. 
last  yr  attended  &  theme  helping  peop  after  surgery 
Part  of  it  was  slides  showing  silicone  injections 
into  womens  breasts  to  make  more  shapely. 

Jhat  this  has  do  help  minister  perform  his  ministry 

better  I  no  know. 
But  every  where  we  turn,  we  confronted  with  urge 
look  better,  dress  better,  &  bettering  of  lives 
never  mentioned. 

I    ized  how  many  peop  talk  to  toll  me,  "I  would  go 

I.  church  if  only  had  proper  clothes." 
I  would  like  someone  tell  me  where  in  Bible  it  says 
we  need  to  dress  or  look  a  certain  way  CO 

house . 


r 


"Mothers  And  Others!" 
!      :er  J:5-*t 
"Let  not  yours  be  the  outward  adorning  with  braiding 
of  hair,  decoration  of  gold}  and  wearing  of  robes, 
bl  letbit  be  the  hidden  person  of  the  heart  with 
the  imperishable  jewel  of  a  gentle  and  quiet  spirit 
which  in  God's  sight  is  very  precious." 

Today  Mother's  Day 
Good  old  Mora  will  be  wined  &  dined  as  magnificently 
as  average  son  or  flatters  wallet  can  stand  strain 


-Ss*ss«b"«  climax  Xpian  fam  wk 
Past  few  yrs  devoting  sermon  Mom,  frowned  on 
oo  day  been  expanded  Family  life  &un*t 

out,  Home  interpersonal  relationships  day, 

or,  a  period  for  the  re-evaluation  between  parents 

&   children, 

or,  Father,  Mother,  Children  _-.  their  relationship  to 

the  church, 

or  whatever,  Ft-lr    Assr-''     =.-*•  7#//#.   jv     «***  tr. 
We  could  go  on,  but  1  individ  summed  beautifully 
in  poem,  "All  the  women  of  the  world  belong  to  one 

or  the  other  of  two  classifications," 
poem  is  short  &  sweet, 

"There  are  m others, 

TJien  there  are  others!" 

Let;  me  read  letter  sent  to  minister  in  'Hdwest, 
(Letter  from  teen  pregnant  girl) 

[i®nfe*e*-^ni#«3rrt'-*e**a^f  is  opportunity  look  3  gener- 
ations of  mothers. 
How  do  you  like  them? 
Aren't  they  wonderful  peop  to  be  entrusted  raise 

This  why  I  deplore  this  hypocritical  day 
Anyone  truly  loves,  obeys  parents  doesn'tvneed 
special  day  for  it, 

■ips  this  why  we  come  point  can  look  at  national 

-'  stitution  of  motherhood  &  coin  some  humoroue  phras 

'v  llustration  Mother  is  etc.) 


Shirley  &  Ralph  Charles  Link,  Nancy  Link,  Dale  with  Lianne  his  wife,  Lloyd  Link  with  Karen  his  wife 

Jessica  in  front  of  Ralph  C.  Link 

Ethan  and  Alicha  in  front  of  R.  Dale  and  Lianne  Link  (the  eldest  son  &  family) 


Ralph  C.  Link 
153  Keck  Road 
Sarver,  Pa.   16055 
(412)  352-1103 

Born  : 

Married 

Wife: 

April  9,  1929,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

December  15,  1951 
Shirley  Margaret  Neill 
Born:  December  8,  1930,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Children : 

Ralph  Dale  Link,  born  May  11,  1955,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Lloyd  Alan  Link,  born  May  28,  1958,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Nancy  Lynn  Link,  born  March  15,  1961,  Butler,  Pa. 

SCHOOLING: 

Graduated  from  Perry  High  School,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
June  1947 

Lay  Ministry  School,  Penn  West  Conference 
Church  of  Christ,  September  1965  to  May 

of  United 
1969 

Commissioned  Lay  Minister  June  1969 

Lancaster  Theological  Seminary,  Lancaster 
September  1970 

,  Pa.  , 

Graduated  from  Lancaster  Theological  Seminary  May  1974 

Ordained  to  Christian  Ministry  March  10, 

1974 

PASTORATES 

As  Lay  Minister:   short  term,  1  month  or  1 
various  churches  1965  to  1967 

ess  in 

Emlenton  Lamartine  Charge  of  United  Church 
1967  to  1969 

of  Christ 

Short  term  in  various  churches  1970   until 
entrance  July  1970 

Seminary 

July  1970  to  December  1973  Student  Pastor 
Charge,  New  Bloomfield,  Duncannon,  Pa., 
Conference,  United  Church  of  Christ 

at  Trinity 
Penn  Central 

December  1973  to  present,  St.  Paul's  United  Church  of 
Christ,  Butler,  Pa.,  Penn  West  Conference,  United 
Church  of  Christ 

PERSONAL  TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph  C.  Link 


I  am  the  youngest  of  five  children.   I  was  born  just  prior  to 
the  onset  of  the  Depression.   Our  family  was  very  poor.   My  father 
was  an  alcoholic  and  my  mother  was  a  very  religious  person  who  was 
searching  for  the  Lord.   During  my  childhood  she  did  her  best  to 
teach  me  the  things  of  the  Lord.   Later  in  life  she  came  to  a 
personal  relationship  with  Him. 

I  grew  up  in  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church  where 
salvation  by  grace  alone  was  not  preached  nor  taught.   I  knew  all 
about  Jesus,  what  He  did,  how  He  lived,  His  miracles,  His  death 
and  resurrection,  but  I  didn't  know  Him  personally. 

My  life  had  many  ups  and  downs  and  all  the  while  I  was 
attending  church  and  striving  with  my  good  works  to  please  God. 
At  a  very  low  point  in  my  life  when  we  were  deeply  in  debt  and  my 
wife  and  three  children  were  all  ill,  I  came  to  the  crossroads.   I 
watched  a  Billy  Graham  Crusade  on  television  from  some  distant 
city  and  the  message  he  preached  seemed  to  be  directed  right  at 
me.   I  wrestled  with  making  that  commitment  to  Christ,  but  didn't. 
The  next  afternoon  and  evening  at  work  on  the  4  to  12  shift  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  I  needed  to  make  that  commitment  to  Christ. 
It  seemed  like  there  was  no  other  choice  if  life  was  to  have  any 
meaning.   That  night  when  I  came  home  from  work  at  1:00  A.M.,  I 
laid  face  down  on  the  living  room  floor  and  told  God  that  I 
couldn't  live  my  life  in  my  own  strength  and  I  accepted  the  gift 
of  salvation  from  my  Savior  Jesus  Christ.   My  life  has  never  been 
the  same. 

Through  several  meaningful  circumstances  I  was  called  by  God 
to  serve  Him  in  the  Christian  Ministry  and  to  help  spread  that 
wonderful  message  of  salvation  through  the  shed  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ.   What  a  wonderful  and  rewarding  time  it  has  been  and  I 
give  Him  all  the  praise  for  my  salvation  and  the  opportunity  to 
serve  Him. 


STATEMENT  OF  FAITH 

OF 

Ralph  C,  Link 


I  believe  the  Bible,  both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  to  be 
the  inspired  inerrant  Word  of  God.   I  believe  the  Bible  is  the 
complete  revelation  of  His  will  for  the  salvation  of  men  and  it 
is  the  final  authority  for  the  Christian  faith  and  life. 


I  believe  in  one  God,  who  is  eternally  existent  in  three 
persons:   Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit. 


I  believe  in  the  Diety  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  that  He  is 
true  God  and  true  man.   I  believe  that  He  was  born  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  that  He  lived  in  sinless  life,  that  He  performed 
the  miracles  recorded  in  Scripture,  that  He  died  on  the  cross 
as  a  sacrifice  for  our  sins,  that  He  bodily  arose  from  the 
dead,  that  He  ascended  on  high  where  He  is  at  the  right  had  of 
Almighty  God  as  our  intercessor. 


I  believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit  and  that  He  comes  and  indwells 
each  believer  at  the  time  of  conversion.   I  believe  that  He 
lives  in  each  believer  to  lead,  to  instruct,  and  to  convict  so 
that  a  believe  may  live  a  more  godly  life. 

I  believe  that  through  the  shed  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
through  His  resurrection,  this  is  the  only  ground  for 
justification  and  salvation  for  all  who  receive  Him  A  Lord  and 
Savior  and  to  such  as  receive  Him,  they  are  born  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  become  children  of  God. 


I  believe  water  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  are 
ordinances  of  the  Church  but  are  not  means  of  salvation. 


I  believe  in  the  personal  and  premillennial  and  imminent 
coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


I  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  for  the  believer 
to  resurrection  of  life  and  joy  with  the  Lord,  for  the 
unbeliever  to  resurrection  of  judgement  and  everlasting 
punishment . 


